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● Building student community

● Professional networking

● Collaborative projects 
○ i.e., larger synthesis paper
○ Adewopo et al. (2014) was  

carried  out  as collaboration led 
by graduate students

Broader Goals

“The initiative, led by graduate students, 
was administratively supported by the Soil 
Science Society of America (SSSA)”



Graduate Student Poll Results



● Opportunities for community building

● Inter-group collaboration and de-isolating labs

● Grad student meetups

● Informal opportunities to hang out (outside of Zoom) 

● Clearer avenues for graduate student engagement

“What would you like to see more of in BNZ LTER?”

Graduate Student Poll Results



Ways Forward- how to reach our broader goal? 

Communication

● LTER listserv

● Grad Student Slack 

○ https://join.slack.com/t/slack-qxf
3850/shared_invite/zt-1s1k8mo
1s-SQqHXg~A1P8v9fCieW2M
U

Connections

● Informal weekly meetups 

(probably involving food)

● Field work collab

● Local field trips 



Additional ideas? Let’s Discuss!  

● What are other ways to foster personal and professional 

community?

● Graduate student events

● Field/lab work help

● Field safety training

● Collaborative project ideas?


