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Progress to date: 
 
1) Sites have been selected, and plots established 
2) Tree inventory completed for all sites 
3) Shrub transects completed for all sites 
4) Releve completed for most of the sites 
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Woody plant data available but not online yet 
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Summer 2015: 
 
1) SOIL SURVEY across Extensive and Core Sites 
2) Climate monitoring/stations at core sites 
3) Active Layer 
4) Start veg cover sampling (point frame) at core sites 



Extensive Sites 
 

1) 25 measurements of SOL thickness @ each plot (knife and shovel) 

2) 5 soil samples taken into mineral soil for field collection of organic and mineral soils 

(Makita or SIPRE method).  Separate soils in field; measure & sample: 

 a) Organic layer thickness; bag it (grav water + PC analyses) 

 b) Top 5 cm mineral soil; bag it (grav water + PC analyses) 

 c) 5-15 cm mineral soil; bag it (grav water + PC analyses) 

 
~84 sites * 5 samples/site * 3 bags/sample = 1,260 samples 
 
Analyses: 
 
Gravimetric water, pH, texture (?) 
Total C, N, P 
Exchangeable macronutrients 
Resin-extractable P 



Intensive Sites 
 

1) 25 measurements of SOL thickness @ each plot (as above) 

2) Young and Intermediate age sites: 5 soil samples taken into mineral soil directly into 

plastic liner.  Measure hole depth, bring core to lab for characterization and sampling 

of: organic layer, 0-5 cm mineral, 5-15 mineral 

3) Mature sites; use Sipre corer in spring; bring cores intact to lab, measure & collect by 

horizon: live moss, dead moss, fibric, humic, 0-5 mineral, 5-15 mineral. 

 

12 mature sites * 5 cores/site * 6 horizons = 360 samples 
24 Y & M sites * 5 cores/site * 3 horizons = 360 samples 
 
Total samples from E (1260) and I (720) sites = 1980 samples 
 
 
Archive additional samples??? 
 



Other RSN characterization and monitoring (only at core sites?): 
 
Litterfall? 
Seeds? 
Band dendrometers? 
Pathogens, insects, herbivory? 
 
Other RSN Sampling and/or Experiments? 
 




